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I

t is yet another year of business
in the Royal Swaziland Police
Service. The year 2010 has
come and gone with its good and
bad occurrences. In the year 2010
edition, we welcomed the presence
of our Deputy Public Relations
officer Mrs. W. Hleta Supt. and
little did we know that this might
mean a farewell to the long serving
Public Relations Officer in the
country, Senior Supt Vusi Masuku.
The announcement of the end of
year postings in 2010 saw Mr. V. J.
Masuku Senior Supt. being posted
to the Police Training College in
M a t s a p h a . To o u r o w n
observation, this was an
achievement, not for Masuku
alone but for the Police training
Collage and the entire police
organization, noting the vast
knowledge that Supt. Masuku has
in policing and the experience he
has accumulated over the ten years
he has spent in the Public Relations
Office.
The executive of the Royal
Swaziland police did
commendable job psychotherapy
especially with identifying a man
of Supt. Masuku’s caliber to the
office of Police College
Commandant. Supt Masuku is a
long serving officer who has vast
experience in policing and has
once been a trainer at the Police
College in his yesteryears. It is
needless to say that he has been
correctly posted indeed since his
new office requires an incumbent
who boosts with vast experience in
communication and handling of
organizational publics.
It is therefore our pledge, to our
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coach and mentor in S/Supt.
Masuku, the Commissioner and all
sundry in the RSP that we shall
strive for the best in this office
following Supt Masuku's posting.
We have been left as a strong and
intertwined team that he had built
during his tenure. What we are
saying is this is not by miracle but
with the coaching and mentor-ing
we received from him you can rest
assured that the office will be at
your services.
Having said that, we wish to also
thank the office of the
Commissioner for findings an
additional officer too seal the
vacuum left by Supt. Masuku's
departure. It is our dream that this
office develops to a fully fledged
reporting house within the Royal
Swaziland Police service. We
appreciated that this calls for
financial ability to enable purchase
of equipment and viewing time
(Space) in the electronic media to
slot in police programmes that will
include profile for missing and
wanted persons, traffic and crime
prevention programmes, to name
but a few. It furthers our wish to
provide live and recorded
coverage and have 'police
reporters' to report on every event
that involves the police to improve
accuracy in police reporting on
incidents and press releases to all
media houses.
This dream could be a reality with
the support of the organization in
sourcing the necessary resources
starting from equipment to human
resource as well as individual
support from officers by writing in
articles to this publication to allow
a frequent publication.
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Serial Killer sentenced to hang

H

igh court – As if he
was going for a trip
abroad and would
come back, serial killer
David Simelane bade
farewell to spectators at the
High Court with a beaming
smile, as he was whisked
away.
His last appearance in court
may have been the last day
some people will ever see
Simelane, as he was
sentenced to a death penalty by Judge Jacobus
Annandale. Simelane (55) will be hanged. This
marked the end of the protracted criminal case of the
serial murder convict. He was found guilty on 28
counts of murder, for killing 25 women and three
children. In court Simelane was dressed in brown
casual shoes, purple tracksuit pants and a white striped
short sleeved shirt. He looked his usual calm self for
the duration of the sentence as he sat in the accused
dock, frequently drinking water from a juice bottle.
Judge Jacobus Annan-dale ordered Simelane to stand
up as he addressed him on the sentence. Throughout
the period when Judge Annandale was handing down
the sentence, Simelane stood with both hands on the
counter.
He faced downwards when the judge said there were
no extenuating circumstances in the matter.
Meanwhile, as the judge read the sentence the
courtroom was so quiet that one would have heard a
pin drop and the tension could be cut with a knife. But
soon after hearing the sentence members of the public
consisting of mostly women, who filled the public
gallery, applauded and ululated.
The judge had to call them to order as they clapped
hands and shouted when he said Simelane would be
given a death penalty and would be hanged. Simelane
stood transfixed in the accused dock as Judge
Annandale left the courtroom and his face was
expressionless.Officers from the Correctional
Services officers whisked him away to the steps

leading to the underground
cells at Court A, but just as
he was about to disappear
into the cells, Simelane did
what surprised those who
were present in court - he
waved 'goodbye' with a
bright smile.
The sentencing of the case
was dilivered in exactly nine
years and 24 days since
Simelane's arrest in
Nhlangano on April 25,
2001. Before the sentencing, Simelane's attorney
Mduduzi 'Tsotsi' Mabila had submitted that there were
extenuating circumstances in the case in that Simelane
had admitted in his confession that he killed the
women out of revenge for having been wrongfully
convicted of rape.
He claimed he never committed the rape. Mabila
further asked the court not to consider Simelane's
previous convictions when handing down the
sentence. Mabila invited murmurs from the public
seated in the gallery. when said the other cases were
irrelevant to the murder case because they involved
robbery and rape.
The Director of Public Prosecutions Mumcy Dlamini
said there were no extenuating circumstances that
could prevent Simelane from being sentenced to death.
She also wondered why Simelane killed the children if
he said he murdered the women out of revenge
following the rape case. Judge Annandale seemed
taken aback when Mabila said he would not take
Simelane to the witness box to lead evidence in
mitigation. Mabila briefly consulted with Simelane
and submitted that the court should consider that he
was a first offender in respect of murder. He asked
Judge Annandale to take into account that Simelane
had committed the offences out of vengeance.
"Sentencing is discretionary, but the court has to take
into account the surrounding factors enshrined in the
Constitution. In conclusion, it is in the hands of the
court to decide the appropriate sentence," said Mabila.

3

Royal Swaziland Police

Newsletter, Oct - Dec 2011

Two police officers described by High Court as
among the best witnesses ever in the court

T

hroughout the years
of trial in the high
profile the case of
serial killer David Thabo
Simelane, impressed
Justice Jacobus
Annandale. Annadale
was impressed by police
evidence given in his
court where the accused
was facing 35 counts of
murder charges.
In a case that has dragged for
more than nine years leaving
the public and the
international
community in
abeyance eager
to know the
verdict. The
police were
the main
witnesses
as it is
usually
the case
in most
crimina
l cases.
T h e
case was
one of
serious
cases
e v e r
within
t h e
history
o
f
murder
cases
reporte
d in the
country
a n d i t
demanded
extreme care by
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all parties concerned. The Accused person was
eventually arrested on the 25th April 2001 in Nhlangano
after a prolonged hunt down by the police and
members of the public. The hunt down ensued after
human remains were discovered in a forest near
Malkerns. During further investigations more human
bones were discovered at Macetjeni and Sidvokodvo
area giving a total of 45 women and children.
The key investigator of the cases was the late Senior
Superintendant Khethokwakhe Ndlangamandla and
'Lukhozi' Serious Crimes investigators team. The case
had difficulty to begin in the High court. During the
early stages of trial the accused was dwelling in a sense
of confusion and changing attorneys in the process
thus dragging the trial further. The case finally came to
an end on the first day of April this year and it was not
an April 'fool' as the day is informally known.
Justice Jacobus Annandale, handing down his
judgment, stated that he has heard one of the best
witnesses ever, in his sittings in the country, leading
evidence in this case. What impressed the judge most
was that Mr Ndlangamandla, a police officer, never
showed signs of agitation during the milestone long
trial. “Ndlangamandla was one of the best witnesses to
ever testify in this court. His whole demeanor, was
cool calm and collected, it radiated confidence in the
accuracy and veracity of his evidence like few
others….” noted the Judge. The officer displayed a
most remarkable capacity of memory to logically,
chronologically and systematically testify as to the
events he was called upon to present in court to the
amazement of the judge. Ndlangamandla was unfazed
by numerous interruptions. He was also subjected to
an enormously protracted barrage of cross
examination, much of which was entirely irrelevant or
which could not advance the matter any further at least
according to Justice Annandale. Ndlangamandla was
questioned in minute and often times repetitive details
without giving any contradictory statements during all
the cross examinations.
The witness never lost his patience or displayed any
detectable signs of annoyance, arrogance or
impatience, giving full and comprehensive responses
to everything he was asked. From time to time he
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asked leave of the court to refresh his memory from
notes which he made at the time of the intense
investigative process, which was repeatedly objected
to by Mr. Howe, the defense attorney at the time.
“Repeatedly this court did allow memory refreshing,
giving ex tempore rulings as and when appropriate’.
Notably, Mr. Howe never proceeded to file a formal
written notification, with authorities and examples, to
try and persuade the court to refuse access to notes for
memory refreshing, as he more than once said he was
going to do. If he did, a comprehensive and detailed
fully motivated ruling on the issue would have been
made by this court, during the course of the trial”, said
Annadale. “…However, in a matter like this where
there are 34 different murder charges under
consideration, with each individual count having its
own unique set of evidence, it would be folly and a
travesty of justice to disallow memory refreshing.”
Continued the Judge.
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week and could not hold out for full days either. His
untimely demise in a motor vehicle collision preceded
the very last few questions which he was to be asked in
cross examination, which by that time should very well
have been concluded.
However Detective Sergeant Mavuso was belatedly
called to testify after the untimely death of Detective
Senior Superintendant Khethokwakhe
Ndlangamandla. Ndlangamandla was the officer in
charge of the investigation team while Mavuso was a
member of the team, who was in almost constant
presence of his superior officer.

Both Ndlangamandla and Mavuso were regularly
castigated by counsel for their need to verify from
notes which they personally made during the course of
the investigation, the lists of times or places where
certain things occurred, in order to accurately convey
their evidence. The judge
noted that they were also
He stated that the main
wrongly accused at times of
objective of evidence by a “Ndlangamandla was one of the
reading from their notes
witness in court is to convey
best witnesses to ever testify in this without specific leave of the
his or her knowledge of
court when they did not do
certain events and aspects in court. His whole demeanour, cool
so. The duration of cross
a reliable, understandable calm and collected, radiated a
examination of each of these
and accurate manner. It is
two police officers was as
not a test to determine how confidence in the accuracy and
tedious and protracted as it
many facts a person can veracity of his evidence like few
ever could be, bordering on
recall as such ― it is rather
and
often going beyond the
the accuracy and reliability others….” noted the Judge.
point of badgering and
of evidence which is of
simply exhausting an
paramount importance to
exacerbated witness.
establish credible, truthful and reliable evidence in
which a trial court can have faith. Of course memory
Despite this, both police officers never fell for the
plays a pivotal role in this process and the role of cross laborious trap which was being set up for them. Both
examination, which is an inherent and indispensable continued to be courteous, long suffering and
method to be a litmus test of evidence, is to expose consistent. Both left a lasting impression that the
cracks and fissures in what otherwise appeared to be evidence which they gave can safely be relied upon as
solid as a rock.
full and accurate renditions of what they came to
testify about. In his view judge Annadale stated that
The judge expressed that Ndlangamandla showed
Sergeant Mavuso admirably stepped into the shoes of
great love and commitment to the call of duty even
his mentor, repeating the gist and minute details of the
though at some point in time during the trial he had to
same body of evidence. He repeatedly stated, for
retire from the police service but showed up every time
instance, his presence with both Ndlangamandla and
he was called to witness in the case though frequently
the accused when the latter was cautioned in terms of
interrupted by serious health problems. He regularly
the Judge's Rules. He also accompanied both, together
had to undergo kidney dialysis in hospital to avoid
with other members of the investigative team, to
renal failure. Despite this, the judge noticed that his
various scenes of crime and pointing out by the
sense of duty prevailed and in cognisance of the
accused. By all measures, he actually in fact
importance of his evidence and his sense of duty, he
substituted the evidence of Ndlangamandla,
attended court as often as he could and for as long as he
corroborating it fully at the same time.
could. He could not be present on every day of the
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The comments made in respect of the impressions
made by Ndlangamandla were equally applicable to
Mavuso. Instead of formally expunging the evidence
of Ndlangamandla, deleting it from the record, the
judge preferred to simply disregard it for evidentiary
purposes, as proof of what he said. Instead, the
evidentiary burden of proof now was placed squarely
on the shoulders of Mavuso alone, to determine the
myriad of facets and facts contained in his own
evidence. Therefore, it is only the evidence of Mavuso
to which Justice Annadale referred when the facts of
the matter were decided. Due to the most detailed and
lengthy extent of the evidence by Sergeant Mavuso,
the court could not even attempt to summerize it in this
judgment. Instead, having heard and seen him in court,
having noted and recorded his evidence virtually
verbatim in the judge's own notes, and having given
regard to both Mavuso's evidence in chief and
evidence in his cross examination, the judge stated that
he held him as an honest and reliable witness, whose
evidence as recorded could safely be relied upon
insofar as it pertains to the factual events he testified
about.
Below are the extracts of Mavuso's evidence,
especially in relation to the recovery and discovery of
human remains and exhibits in the form of personal
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possessions, was mostly referred by the judge as “the
police evidence”.
Detective Sergeant Solomon Mavuso was a key
witness in this trial. His evidence served to detail the
overall process from the time when reports about
missing persons started to escalate, the discovery of
human remains in isolated areas, the collection of
evidence which culminated in a firm description of the
suspect person, then the events which followed after
the arrest of the accused, the confession, pointing out,
gathering evidence, the suspect identification
processes and ultimately the indictment of the accused.
His evidence was voluminous and detailed.
The detectives were assisted by crown witnesses who
helped the court in evidence that collaborated with the
police in positively identifying the accused in the case.
However one charge was withdrawn by the crown
counsel before the accused could plead. The court, at
the end of the case, found Simelane guilty to murder of
28 people, 25 of them being women and three children.
In the rest of the counts, Simelane was not found guilty
and therefore acquitted.His record of previous
convictions reflected eight cases including robberies
and rapes. However his attorney Mduduzi 'Tsotsi'
Mabila asked the court to be lenient when handing
down sentence as the accused was the first offender.

A Hlatikhulu Taxi-man helps in
recovery of stolen infant

A

Hlatikhulu taxi-man provided helping information
to the police that led to the arrest of suspects and
recovery of a trafficked one month baby girl who
was stolen from her mentally retarded mother in the out
skates of Hlatikhulu. The scenario took place in November
2010 at Newhome in Magele area.
On the day of the drama two men in their early twenties
stormed the homestead and stole the child from her legal
custodians rushing to a taxi they had hired to rush away
with the child. The taxi-man drove them off headed for
Nhlangano as directed by his customers.
Along the way he noticed that the baby was crying and what
raised suspicions about the two men and the baby’s
relationship was that there was no female accompanying
them yet the baby was about a month old . On arrival at
Nhlangano a young woman also in her early twenties met
them. The driver happened to be familiar with the face of the
woman who gladly took the child and went away with her.
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The Reports of a stolen one month baby girl at Magele
followed in the media unfolding a clear picture to the taximan’s mind about his clients. He assisted the police with the
identification of the woman who received the child from the
men. This helped the police to make a breakthrough in the
Domestic Violence and Human trafficking case. The
investigating team caught up with the suspected woman
with investigations revealing that the child was taken out of
the country where she was presented to a man as his
biological child born by the Swazi woman.. The woman
who was in a love relationship with the man had lied of
being pregnant by the man thus probing the man to see “his”
baby that never was.
It was gathered that the foreign man had demanded to see
his baby thus the woman had pressure of stealing a female
baby since the man also paid maintenance of the child. The
baby recovered and reconciled with the mother and the
three suspects were arrested and charged for the offence.
The woman was sentenced to four years imprisonment.
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PM urges retiring Police officers
to continue giving service to the society

The Prime Minister Dr Sibusiso Barnabas Dlamini has
urged the 60 retiring Police officers to continue giving
service to the society saying, “ once a police officer, always
a police officer, if not physically and officially, certainly in
spirit”.
The 60 police officers have since taken the compulsory
retirement after reaching the age of 60. They had served at a
number of levels within the Police organization. The
retirees included an Assistant Commissioner who has
served for 39 years, three Senior Superintendents with
service ranging from 38 – 39, Six Assistant Superintendents
with a service record ranging from 35 to 38 years, twelve
Inspectors with a service record ranging from 33 to 40
years. In the Sub Inspector category there were nine SubInspectors recording a service ranging from 32 to 38 years
whilst there were also nine constables with a service record
ranging from 26 to 36 years.
“Today's formal recognition of those years of Loyal Service
will no doubt fill the hearts of the retiring officers, and those
of their loved ones, with great pride. Let me take this
opportunity to say that they have earned this proud moment
and I trust that they will be seen as a shining example to
others who follow in their footsteps,” the Prime Minister.
He said they have all earned their retirement and what it will
offer, more especially the opportunity to spend more time
with their families and enjoy hobbies and other activities
that were not always available when they were engaged on
active service with the demands of shift work and other
unsocial hours. Leisure time was a somewhat unpredictable
feature of life in those days. That was the price of officers

willingly paid for following one of society's most
fundamental vocations.
The Prime Minister said the retirees are now highly
respected members of the senior citizenry of our country.
“We request them to recognize and acknowledge that, and
to share the vast wealth of knowledge and experience with
those they will interact with in their respective
communities. It is expected that they will greatly contribute
to community development projects and other initiatives in
their societies. The retired officers are now emissaries for
the police service in the communities, taking with them
decades of experience, ranging from 27 – 43 years. We
encourage them to be particularly active in communitybased crime fighting initiatives and provide advice and
other forms of support to the work of the Police Service
which has up to now been a substantial part of their lives.
Speaking in the same occasion, the Commissioner of Police
Mr Isaac Magagula said retirement is indeed one of life's
greatest milestones. “We thus found it appropriate that our
former colleagues be accorded a befitting farewell, in
recognition of the immense contribution they made whilst
still in active service,” He said.
The Commissioner went on to say, “retiring officers are
heroes in their own right, who have weathered the
challenges entailed in the policing career, and are now
enjoying a deserved rest. As the Apostle Timothy says in
2Timothy 4 vs 7, “they have fought a good fight and have
finished the race”. All of you have set an example worthy of
being emulated by officers who remain in active service.
Congratulations to all of you!
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Theft of Copper wire
continues to be a pain in the neck

The Royal Swaziland Police is tasked with prevention of
crime, detecting offenders and protection of life and
property to all residents of Swaziland. This is a mammoth
task that if done to the fullest expectation it will call for
everyone to have a police officer who will be on his /her
surveillance 24 hrs a day, 7 days a week or rather 52 months
in a year bearing in mind that the officer too must have his
own officer to keep surveillance like wise. Such a situation
would literally mean a situation where other people will not
even close their eyes to sleep. You can imagine how distant
we are from having an absolutely crime free society as in the
natural meaning of the words crime free.
This tends to appeal to the members of the public to be crime
cautious and avoid ignoring any element of crime for any
reason that could possibly be put up in this mother earth.
This is to say to our people, “crime is developing faster than
the intervals between your previous and next blink. Can
you imagine what this means? In your surroundings never
take any thing for granted. From people on the road works,
the people working on the electrical poles adjacent to your
gate, take note of them, how they look, how many they are
also noting the make, color and registration number of the
vehicle they are using for they might not be authentic. This
will probably help the police to help you in the fight of the
monster called crime.
I wonder if people have pondered to about the effect they
suffer when an electricity copper cable or telecom copper
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cable is mutilated to be
recycled versus when a
copper pipe supplying
water is cut off for
recycling purposes.
Personally I feel the water
issue becomes more
noticeable such that a
house owner could do any
thing to fix it within hours.
This is because lack of
water directly impacts on
individuals. The impact of
electrical black out and
telephone lines gigantic
and impinges on the
corporate sector down to
individuals yet the supplier
is persistently receiving reports on the continued black out
with the expectation that something be swiftly done to bring
things to life again.
How on earth can a rational person mutilate a fully
functional item just for recycling? People need to trouble
themselves with what recycle means and we appeal to all
owners of recycle and buy-back centers to please ensure
that the do not blindly purchase items since people may lie
about things, “make sure that you take particulars of the
customer”.
A compiled data covering the month of May to June 2011
reflects the theft of copper wire in the country to be at a total
of 6 538 m of copper wire stolen from various areas in the
country. The theft has an outlay of One Million and five
thousand three hundred twenty nine Emalangeni (E1 005
329.00) in losses incurred by the Swaziland electricity
Company, Swaziland post and Telecommunication as well
as business construction companies who have also lost
copper on their construction sites.
Break throughs have been made here and there and culprits
have been arrested, but the sad part is even if any copper is
recovered it becomes useless except allowing it to go
through recycling while replacing remains very
expensive.We appeal to all sundry to report any insane
mutilation and theft of copper cables and metals since this is
a serious economical pull down that could even ward away
investors.
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IPA build a house for destitute woman

T

he Royal Swaziland Police through the International
Police Association (IPA) has built and presented an
old needy woman of Meleti area with a one room
house. This marked the Culmination of hard work by
members of the IPA –Hhohho region who were touched by
Gogo Mvila's plight, and embarked on the project to build
the house.
The Swaziland section IPA was founded in 1993, and since
then, has been involved in charity in a number of charitable
pursuits. These include the construction of shelter for needy
families, as is the case with today's occasion, and donations
of clothing, food staffs and other philanthropists
undertakings.
“Speaking during the handing over of the house the
Commissioner said as a Police Service, being involved in
charity programmes, is our humble way of discharging our
corporate social responsibility to the people we serve. We
recognize that our success in the policing endeavors we are
engaged in, hinges on the support and cooperation of
general members of the community,” he said.
Magagula said they consider it paramount that we also lend
a hand in efforts of promoting the social well being of
people, particularly those who are destitute.
“ We are cognizant of the fact that the nature of our duties as
Police officers has evolved over time. Our mandate is
nolonger soley confined to arresting offenders against the

law, but it has now diversified to include a community
building and/or social responsibility component. This
encompasses mediating in disputes and brokering peace
amongst individuals at odds, assisting those facing
problems that need police intervention, and generally
ensuring that people live their lives freely, with nothing
relating to social disorder causing them undue distress.
He said crime as a social problem, is descendent from a
variety of factors, with poverty and destitution being one of
them. Therefore, we find it worthy to support charity
endeavors as a way of nipping crime in the bud.
The destitution of Gogo Mvila, was brought to light after
she became a victim of crime. The officers who were
investigating her case, were so touched by her
circumstances, that they decided, within the IPA forum, to
build her the house.
The Commissioner said well-done to the IPA Hhohho
region under the Chair person ship of Ass/Supt Simangele
Fakudze. Members made financial contributions towards
the project. However members of the Piggs Peak business
community also made donations that leveraged the success
of the endeavor. These are Mrs Mordaunt who offered
building blocks, Buy Cash and Build –It hardware stores
who donated roofing material and bags of cement
respectively.
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Neighbourhood Watch
schemes is the way to go
Police officers and
members of the
public in a crime
prevention
gathering.

T

he Commissioner of Police has urged communities
to unite and form watch schemes to make it easy for
them to fight crime. He said communities should be
in a position to police themselves using neighborhood
watch schemes. The commissioner was speaking during a
Crime Prevention campaign held at Maphungwane in the
lubombo region. He highlighted that watch schemes have
proven to be a more effective way of fighting crime making
an example of Malkerns Business Community Security
Association which is a form of a neighborhood watch
scheme that uses an alarm which has a panic baton. Should
any of the members of the association be under attack he
/she presses the panic button probing the other members to
rise and rush to support their fellow member thus making it
difficult for criminals to successfully carry out their
misdeeds.
Even though communities may not have such systems in
place but a simple shift system where teams comprising of
two or more people do routine patrols at a time can do. Also
reporting and knowing visitors in the community would
help to easily identify, trace and apprehend suspects should
a crime be committed. The commissioner went on to high
light that communities are capable of hiding criminals thus
it is upon themselves to expose them in order to get rid of
them.
As community in check, Malkerns Business Security
Association were able to point out loud and clear a
notorious suspect by the alias 'Rubber' Nhlabatsi who was a
menace to the community. The Association comprising of
men and women in their talks with the Commissioner of
Police at Malkerns Country Club early this year requested
the commissioner to assist in detecting and prosecution of
the suspect. The organized and united Malkerns
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neighborhood watch scheme knows and clearly defines the
problems it faces pointing out the kind of assistance they
require from the police.
Another effective neighborhood watch scheme that has so
far been able to succeed in its operation is that of Mahlanya
area in that they were able to search and pull out a hard
criminal who had terrorized the communities around . This
neighborhood watch scheme is tagged the Mahlanya
Special Unit. It ca be concluded that they got seek and tired
of an armed robber who to terrorized members of the
community at Mahlanya and Bethany area by robbing them
their bags, money and gadgets like cell phones and in most
cases by producing a knife. The suspect by the name of
'Godfather' has already been arrested and prosecuted after
being sought by the community and the police for 22 cases
of armed robbery around the area. When members of the
Special Unit spotted the suspect they mobilized each other
and forced him out of a public transport vehicle (kombi) and
handed him over to the police.
Neighborhood watch schemes can not be divorced from
community police and the police since they operate to
achieve same goals. Who knew at some point in time that
members of the Bhuleni community will ever breathe a sigh
of relief? They are now able to walk free again and stay
without fear of being robbed their belongings or being
attacked in their homes. It is all in the name of a group of
men and women who gave up their sleep to restore the
community back to the hands of the community members.
The commissioner strongly recommends the formation of
neighborhood watch schemes to prevent crime from
happening. Proactive policing is better than reactive
policing.
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Schools Anti-Crime clubs
blossoming springs in Shiselweni

S

ome students from schools around Nhlangano have
united to form a Regional Anti- Crime Schools’ Club
which helps stimulate business mentality and charity
character amongst colleagues. The main objective known
as the Schools Anti-crime Clubs is forgings means of
rescuing young people from any possible mentality of
committing crime. The club has built a house to a 70 year
old man of Masibini area near Mahamba amongst its
projects. Mkhulu Mazambane is originally from
Mozambique and came to seek asylum in the area after
escaping a raging civil war at home.
The formation of the club is an initiative by the Regional
Crime Prevention office at Nhlangano Regional Police
Headquaters thus it saw the Commissioner of police being
honored by the Club as a guest speaker in the hand over
ceremony of the house to Mkhulu. Amongst other things the
Commissioner was afforded an opportunity to tour the
Club’s vegetable plots which is housed within the Masibini
Community Garden. One of the clubs members expressed
gratitude to Commissioner on the support they are accorded
by Nhlangano police towards their projects. It was also
mentioned that the house handed over to Mkhulu was built
with the assistance of World Vision who saw to it that
building material to the club's project was sustained to the
completion.
The event that was previously viewed as small ended up
being an arena of speeches punctuated by frequent vibrant
choral music by the club members thus the event dragged on
until after lunch. Other notable figures in this event were the
Member of Parliament Hon. 'Small Joe' who also donated
some bedding for Mkhulu. The representative of the area's
Royal Kraal (Umphakatsi), the head teachers'
representative (head teacher of Mahamba High School), Mr
B. Ngwenya Senior Superintendent (R. C Shiselweni
Region) and the Schools Anti-crimes Club chairperson .
Also present were members from the Swaziland Umbutfo
Defense Force (USDF) and His Majesty's Correctional
Services. The event also marked a day of pledges and gifts
towards the old man and another old woman who stays with
a young orphan in the neighborhood of Mkhulu
Mazambane.The Commissioner applauded the effort was
made by the student and the Regional Crime Prevention
Unit he further Pledged E1000-00 towards the club's
invitation to compete in Choral music competitions in
Vryheid, South Africa. In conclusion of his speech the
Commissioner then officially handed over the house to the
overwhelmed Mazambane whom he showered with a
sponge ,blankets, sheets pillows and groceries. In return
Mazambane presented a live domestic hen to the
Commissioner after excitedly making remarks which
marked the end of the event.

DPM Mr Themba Masuku and Commissioner of Police
Mr I.M Magagula in one of the Crime Prevention walks at
Ebenezer in the Shiselweni region.
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Police Extend a long arm
to communities they serve

T

he Matsapha police station Christian fellowship,
crime prevention department in conjunction with the
regional police Christian fellowship has mobilized
the Matsapha police officers to understand deeper the
mandate they have of prevention of crime and protection of
life and property by actively involving them in true
fellowship with the community of Sihhohhweni in
Mbhekelweni area in the Manzini region.
The reach out to this area came about after the church
invited officers from this station to a police prayer-day to
eSibusisweni Church of the Nazarene. According to make
Dlamini gogo Hlatshwako, “the police prayer day, is a day
that all Nazarene churches have in their prayer calendar and
the eSibusisweni church has Matsapha police station as their
immediate station thus the invitation”.
According to Sgt. Nkhambule, the vice chairperson for
Matsapha Police Station Christian fellowship, “the rapport
with this church was built during the invitation for prayer
and it is then that we got to be aware that we are not alone in
the fight against crime. We have always used other methods
to fight crime and made prayers to God individually in our
houses and as a group during morning fellowship at the
station. We were off guard that our brethren in Christ
advocate on our behalf to God. It was a pleasure to us to be
invited for such a prayer. Thus this gave birth to numerous
beneficial cross visits between us. For instance, police
would invite the church to come to the station to share the
word of God, they would also invite us to their church for
discussion sessions on reporting of crime, home safety,
handling crime scenes and victims and many more. It was
during those visits that we eventually got to know the plight
of the Vilakati family that lost most of their clothing due to a
fire out break. It was unfortunate that the family and the
community were ignorant that even disasters may be
reported to the police so that assistance could be sought on
their behalf. We then promised to work on the issue and we
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had already identified numerous needs of the church
members ranging from church furniture to clothing and
food aid for needy church members. We extended a helping
hand basing on the word of God that when you have ten shits
give out one to a needy person and in that way you will have
clothed the Lord himself.
The Matsapha Christian fellow ship then started off a
mammoth task of requesting for donations from the officers
at the station with emphasis that do not give out what you do
not like, but give out that you think will be good in the eyes
of the Lord. Officers were touched and we got donations
massively such that we felt it will extend from the Vilakati
family plight to other needy church members. Officers also
donated money that was enough to buy nine benches from a
local small business entrepreneur.
The working committee was pleased when officers pledged
money and groceries so that we packed food parcels to
distribute to the needy and also prepare a meal on the
donation day. About seventy people were able to get food
parcels and clothing on the day of donation. The word of
God was read by Constable Magongo from Matsapha police
station and among the police were Regional commander
Manzini Mr. Meshack Ntshalintshali S/Supt., Mr. Kunene
A/supt., Mr. Simeon Mamba Supt., Desk officer, I/C
traffic,
inspector Frank Hurube from PHQ crime
prevention office and other officers from the station and
region were in attendance.
The church members were devastated by the visit and they
said they wish the relationship will not stop but grow each
day to enhance a safe community.
Do you remember that Jesus fed multitudes with two fish
and five loaves of bread? On this great day history repeated
its self when it was a feast for all as the small church was full
to capacity at eSibusisweni Church of the Nazarene on the
24th July 2011.
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Crime Prevention as a
Priority tool in Policing
By Zwane Kaphunga police station

W

ithin the Royal Swaziland Police there is an
important branch that is tasked with suppressing
crime before it even showed any signs in the
communities. This is the crime prevention unit that has
branched in all four regions of Swaziland. The unit is an
ever busy unit in that it engages communities and police in
campaigns to fight crime. Thanks to our Commissioner Mr.
Issac Mmemo Magagula who is a pillar and strength of this
unit by actively supporting the endeavors of this unit. The
commissioner has been numerously been invited to Crime
prevention campaigns and he showed up with full force.
In June 2010 one of our police stations in the Shiselweni
region did the unthinkable when it hosted a fund raising
dinner to raise funds to support community police in the
area in buying equipment such as torches, hand cuffs
working overalls and safety boots.
Kaphunga area is placed in a rural area and when the issue of
a fund raising dinner was mentioned I pondered and though
of a disaster and imagined an event with food and a handful
of guests. Imaginations are good since they are a basis of
positive thinking. It is then that proactive thoughts were
engaged and the event was supported by all sundry in the
police Service through sensitization of all through all
communication mediums. The sale of the tickets went
smoothly even if they were not distributed as early as
planned, they were bought like hot cakes in some of the
stations.
In this note I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to
the office of the commissioner of Police in honoring our
invitation to the dinner. We were not actually betraying him
by the invitation but it was our wishes and prayer that he
graces this occasion and we are grateful he did and in actual
fact he mobilized officers from the police head quarter to
support the event. They bought the tickets and attended the
event.
We as officers from KaPhunga police station would like to
thank our honorable guests in the name of the Managing
Director of Swazi bank for making time especially because
it was at night. We were also graced by Dr reverend J.V.
Mazibuko of Mbabane alliance church to share the word of
God. We have made several campaigns in a bid to teach and
sensitize the people of this area about crime and the role of
the police and the community. It was during those
campaigns that we realized the willingness of the people to
support the police. We therefore discovered that they
needed some equipment to support this initiative. It is then
that we said since we don't have any budget to support this

Kaphunga busines community, Community
Police and Police officers pose for a group
photo during one of their meetings with the
police.
we can neither sit back nor go around begging but we can
request for a few donations that will support us to multiply
the little we have to fulfill this dream.
During the service we were pleased that the commissioner
of police donated a sum of Eight thousand Emalangeni,
Swazi bank donating ten thousand Emalangeni and the
alliance Church donated two thousand Emalangeni while
the day's offerings totaled to two thousand and fifty
Emalangeni making a total of Twenty two thousand and
fifty Emalangeni. We are sure that we are going to get the
necessary equipment because presently we were able to
deposit the following;
•
100 Whistles
•
100 hand cuffs
•
110 name tags
•
50 torches
•
We have been promises a donation of working
overalls
•
We will have the balance utilizes in crime
prevention campaigns.

If you see anything
suspicious please dial
999
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Wedding Bells in the Service

4916 Const Thembinkosi Fortune Ndwandwe,
based at Mbabane Traffic department said I
do to his Sweetheart Temasiko Shongwe of
Matsetsa in a colourful event held at
Kukhanyokusha Church hall in Manzini on 2
April 2011.
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“Sorry there has never been
a person by that name here!”

M

illions of
money has
already been
lost by members of the
public on what they
thought to be real deals
only turning out to be
bogus deals. This
discovery leaves the
victims asking themselves
many questions and some
finding it difficult and
embarrassing to share
such experiences, let alone
reporting it to the police. A
substantial amount is gone
here; I mean real money.
that has been hard
earned.This has promoted the crime trends to continue
flowing without disturbance. It is sad to learn that one may
accumulate a substantial amount for many months or even
years to meet business, individual or family specific needs
only to be looted by an individual or groups of people
pausing as genuine dealers.
This crime trend has indeed proven to be a menace to
members of the public and is one crime that insults the mind
of a hard worker, great person or even one with dignity that
earned him/her respected in the society. The criminals
capitalize on the lack of policies in the victim's steps of
going about with their day today business. Soft targets in
this trend are people who easy to fall for back-door deals,
and engaging middleman in a genuine deal that actually did
not need such. Some fall prey because they would like to
engage in get rich-quick schemes. The get rich-quick
scheme entails a group of people who work intertwined
with a common purpose of brainwashing innocent
individuals who will eventually without using force
convince you to give out money for a service or deal. People
should be careful of those who pause as agents without
offices and lovers of short cuts when it comes to deals.
Victims are usually drawn out of busy business areas or
areas they are familiar with and drawn to remote towns and
corners to avoid disturbances and easy access for help. They
show their victims false properties pretending to own and
purport to be selling same. Once the victim shows interest
they quickly press for deposits and everything must be
done swiftly and they put reasons that will be so convincing
and realistic
Their behavior includes numerous calls to reputable people
who are said to be involved in one way or the other this is
done to convince and impress the victim to trust the
“agent”as real busy man if not a real businessman. The
victims would sometimes be enticed to offer substantial
amount for air time, something such as E100-00 in pretext
to re-imbursed later yet that actually weighs the victims

interest and desire to come
aboard as well as how
much he or she could
possibly be carrying or
prepare to find. The victim
is taken for a ride for some
days and meeting points
are changed with time to
decent places possibly a
restaurant where he (the
victim) could even be
tricked into paying the bill
for both parties. Once the
victim has finally been
tricked to paying a
substantial deposit he or
she would be told to wait
further for a person to
deliver or conclude the deal. The “agent” might ask for an
excuse from the victim to meet or check the person that is
being awaited in the car park and the victim will wait until
realizing that the “agent” has disappeared. Calling the
contact number that has been used all along would prove to
be history.
For the victim who is promised good deals in new motor
vehicles, hardware or goods like car tyres, the victim is
made to stay a distant from the shop while the crook who
purported to be working there cite reason that he must not be
noticed by the store manager on the deal. At that point they
usually ask for a hefty deposit which they know the victim
might have. The victim would wait there for many minutes
if not hours. When the victim decides to call the so called
dealer's phone number, it would no longer be available. That
is when the victim would begin to suspect. Any effort to find
the sweet talking dealer would be too little too late. Most of
the victims panic and eventually get into the store to look for
the staff member. On enquiry the response would be “there
has never been a person of that name here,”the victim would
be told by the obviously confused authentic staff that this is
the official business premises where the victim should have
gone into from the very beginning.
Another crime of the same class as the theft by false
pretenses is. where conman come in to “help” people who
are desperate for a partnership with an individual who is
willing to pay a commitment fee as a deposit in to a an
account to facilitate the release a huge sum of money in
foreign currency like the US dollar . This amount is said to
be released to you after the deposit within short space of
time. These crimes are real menace and enemy of the people
never deal with people to do not know you might be victim.
Never rush to commit any amount unless you have certified
yourself of dealers or partners
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Understanding the word PIN

W

ith great concern we
Fourty one Thousand
wish to draw the
Emalangeni.
attention of the
It has been gathered through
general public to the jargon
investigation that he had
PIN. This jargon is a short
already made about thirteen
version for the word
withdrawal transactions. Its as
PERSONAL Identity Number
pity that these machines
(PIN). This number is more like
respond as per request and
one self so it has to be kept
would not talk back on why
c o n f i d e n t i a l a n d s a f e l y.
things happen in a certain way.
Personal IDs are issued by
What worries the most is that
government for the citizens to
the culprit had in his possession
keep an updated data for
more than three cards in his
personel who are citizens of that
possession some being cards
particular country and if well
designed for transactions in
maintaned, they may in future
ATM while others had logos of
ease keeping of population
clothing chain stores. These
records of a country.
cards were inter-changably
It is a fact that PINs have also
used to withdraw money in a
Automated Teller Machine
been used in the bussiness
b a n k AT M . W h e w !
sector such as clothing stores,
Technology, oh! technology.
medical aid scheems as well as banks. It is noted with This article seeks to set a warning signal to police
dismay that the general populance have not taken their officers to intensify their role of sensitising the general
PINs so serroiusly such that spouses, families and public on new crime trends and protection as well as
friends sometimes interchangably make money safe keeping of PINs by members of the public. In
withdrawals from ATM using each others cards. Some these fraud scams the public is warned to keep as
have a tendency of leaving important cards such as confidential as possible their PINs and where they
Medical Aid cards iddle such that they are susceptible need to swipe the card for any transaction made, make
to be used by un authorised individuals at the owner's sure you are able to see where the card is swiped since
expense.
it might be swiped in a machine that is actually planted
The Royal Swaziland police has worked on numerous for stealing the information in the card and later that
cases of fraud where cards with PINs have been used information is utilised to reproduce a twin card that can
by suspects. The recent one being a case reported in be used to withdraw money and the only thing you
Siphofaneni in the Lubombo region where a South recieve is a text massage informing you that you have
African man, driven in a latest Mercedes Benz pulled withdrawn money while you are not any where near an
over and headed for an ATM to withdraw money. The ATM, that is if your bank has the facility of sending the
time he spent on the machine rang bells to the security message.
guards who then took cover to protect their lives and The Royal swaziland police says Keep your personal
called the police. Police were fast to attend the case and numbers to your selves to avoid fraud and
lo! they found this man to have already withdrawn misrepresentations.
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To serve and to protect
This is a reminder with concern to all sundry in the Royal
Swaziland Police service on the roles and duties that they
were enroled for. Our priority is to prevent crime nad to
bring offenders to justice. It is our wish that all officers in all
departments of the service, on a daily basis do an
introspection of the work they have done for the people they
serve. This will help in comparing the effort contributed by
induividuals versus the response by the publics to those
efforts. This may be from emotional, financial, sipritual and
physical needs of the people we serve. Police are indeed
servants of the Lord so they should excercise a soft heart in
all aspects.
Infact I am not sure where things went wrong in this earth.
Policing in this world has developed to be a daily challenge.
When looking at statistics in the country , to pick one
priotised crime, murder, it is shocking to learn that every
third day in a week we are likely to have a record of a murder
case. When looking at the motive it is either going to be
revenge violence over trivialities or rituals.
Really where did things go wrong? Police are doing their
best to teach the people to respect life but it is a pity that
human king do not even respect their own lives. I assure
you, every month we have a record of a person who has died
just because he/ she felt enough is enough on earth. We are
also experiencing a sharp increase on cases of abortion,
some groups feel there is nothing wrong with it as compared
to the other angle of child dumping, but for heaven's sake
that is a potential life why deprive it the oppotunity of
coming into being? Nothing is better than the other, be it
arbotion or child dumping it ia all sore and need humanity
from individuals. We havev
cases where
o ff i c

ers have played motherly roles to dumped children, poor
souls. I wish the men of God and Pastors would intensify in
preaching repentance than paying of tithes by congregants
who wish to get more blessings in form of wealth. Blessings
in a dirty environment are also eroded and those who
humble them sevels before the Lord have their wealth
awaiting them ayonda.
This world is indeed not our home but no one lgally and
biblically has a right to hasten one's life thus it is also my
wish that a person who has killed should not be given a
chanse to freely enjoy life this is to say they should
literally spend their whole lives incastrated.
Reflecting on all this I just ponder and say, “the world is
ending”. Though I feel scared of praying to the Lord to come
and wind up this world of sin. It is an undisputable fact that
satisfaction is no where near human kind but I appeal to all
officers to exercise their mandate with a willing and
cartious heart, remember courtesy costs nothing. .

Value Life to save and tio
protect
!Life Has Value and needs to be
protected. Remember;
! Abortion is a crime! the unborn should be given an
opportunity to live
!child dumping is not only in
human but a crime
Report all crime dial 999
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Happy to be home
from being a Police to a Fulltime Farmer

T

oday we bring you a jack of all trades did not
only shine as a police officer is now also
shining as a successful full time farmer this is
former Senior Superintendent Mr Mathew Nkhambule
who strongly believes in hard work and trusts God
who gave him hands and brains to what ever he has
planned.
Nkhambule now. a retired senior police officer,
vegetable farmer, an ark welder, God fearing and a
responsible man of the family now leaves in the Siteki
community; all these are the words which best describe
this respectable officer who hail from Lundzi.
Like all other officers he started his humble
beginnings at Police College as a recruit on 9th January
1972 where on enlistment he was named recruit
constable 1307. He trained the first four months and
was sent out with his colleagues for practicals stage of
training where he was posted to Hlatikhulu Police
Station. Recalling his instructors he names ex ACP Z.
P. Dube, ex Senior Supt T. A. Gama, 508 Alfred
Dlamini and the then College Officer In-charge Mr
Shaw. On final postings he filed an application to be
posted back to his practical station, Hlathikhulu police
station. When probed why he made this request he
smiled and confessed to having found his lifetime
sweetheart during the practical stage and thus did not
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want to lose her. This same woman he met at
Hlatikhulu is the same woman that he eventually tired
a note with and they are happily married with three
siblings.
Nkhambule joined the service in the last year of
Commissioner Mr Smitherman after which Mr T. V.
Mtsetfwa took over.
In Hlatikhulu Nkhambule worked under 187 Insp.
Morris Mkhonta after which he was promoted to SubInspector and transferred to be Nhlangano Police
Station Officer in 1975. Shortly afterwards he was
transferred to Siteki to occupy to similar post. In 1978
he was transferred to Simunye where he saw himself
becoming the first commander in the newly
established post under Lomahasha Police Station. It
was then that Simunye Sugar Mill was constructed.
Still at Simunye he was promoted to the rank of
Inspector and remained there even after the post was
elevated to a fully fledged police station because of the
demand and high number of cases which exceeded its
mother station. In 1986 he was promoted to the rank of
Assistant Superintendent and in 1988 he was
transferred to Manzini Police station as Station
Commander. Even though he was from a busy police
station he found that Manzini was worse in terms of
criminal cases. He cited under staffing as a main
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challenge in managing Manzini at that time since it
was during the peak apartheid era in one of our
neighboring countries.
In 1990 he was transferred back to Siteki and later to
Tshaneni. Subsequently in landed at Tshaneni police
where he then moved to Nhlangano Regional
Headquarters as Regional Operations Officer. At
Nhlangano he got promoted to Superintendent and two
years down the line he was transferred to Deputy
Commandant Police College where he spent eight
years before bouncing back toNhlangano as Regional
Commander, got promoted to the rank of Senior
Superintendent before he called it time.
Nkhambule recalls some challenging scenarios in
his policing career.” It was when I was a constable on
practical training in Hlatikhulu when I was attacked by
a man while I climbed a hill from the treacherous
valleys of Mkhitsini. I was escorting a woman who had
been charged for possession of dagga. I was in the
company of experienced officers who had diverted for
a safer route since they were heading donkeys carrying
dagga exhibits. Suddenly a man suspected to be a
relative of the women descended from no where hit me
with a stone, I fell and he had a field day assaulting me
several times with kicks and fists while the officer who
was in the immediate vicinity took to his heels with a
service firearm which had no magazine nor round of
ammunition. The man left me lying literally helplessly
on the ground making away with the suspects and the
exhibits. I picked myself up and raided alarm to the
other officers who came to my rescue.

Royal Swaziland Police
While in another instance I was Station
Commander at Simunye when I was falsely accused of
having been bribed for allowing six awaiting trial
prisoners to escaped with service firearms while in
custody. The suspects had escaped after assaulting a
police officer on duty and locked him in the cells. I was
at pain about this since my defense fell on deaf ears.
The allegations came as a vicariuos responsibility to
me sine I had issued instructions clear to the officer on
duty to seek assistance from others when it was meal
time since he was by himself at the charge office, he
took chances and that is when the suspects pounced on
him and escaped.
In all that he pointed out that those were serious
moments but have since became the things of the past.
In conclusion Nkambule urged all serving officers to
prepare for their retirement very early in life. He said
the best way was to start by building your home and
start some small projects so that you cannot have stress
after retirement. He said for him life has been good and
he is still enjoying it as a pensioner.
He said the money for pension is only good for keeping
you going after retirement not to do a lot of things
which will waste a way all the money.
Promotional ladder
1975 – Sub inspector
1978 – Inspector
1986 – Ass/Supt
1998 – Supt
2008 - S/Supt
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Meet who Am I
Name: 5288 Const. Nelsiwe Mkhatshwa
Date of attestation: 05/12/2005
Stations Served: Lobamba only
Departments: General Duty ( Registry
Motto: Respect, Commitment & Love for Duty

)

Name: 2922 Const. M. K. Mngometulu
Date of attestation: 01/10/1987
Stations Served: PMU, Royal Guard, Nhlangano, Sidvokodvo,
Mankayane
Departments: CID, OSSU, Royal Guard, Royal Band
Motto: Hard work all through

Name: 6143 Const. Ndumiso Mdluli
Date of attestation: 01/01/2009
Stations Served: Lavumisa & OSSU
Departments: General Duty, CID & OSSU
Motto: Dedication to work

Name: 3877 Const. Futhi Dlamini
Date of attestation: 14/07/1997
Stations Served: Siteki, Police Headquarters, Sidvokodvo, CPU
Departments: General Duty, CID, Traffic & Royal Catering
Motto: Hardworking & Commitment

Name: 4254 Const. Bhekinkhosi Msibi
Date of attestation: 010/11/2011
Stations Served: Siphofaneni, Lubulini, St Philips
Departments: General Duty, traffic & CID
Motto: Putting the Client First

Name: 6361 Const. Ntfombitodvwa Andiswa Ginindza
Date of attestation: July 2010
Stations Served: Nhlangano
Departments: General Duty
Motto: Hard work and Follow my Calling

23

Royal Swaziland Police

Newsletter, Oct - Dec 2011

Retired Officers

24

1419 Sgt. Smuth Mkhabela
Joined - 21 Apr. 1979
Retired - 02 Jul. 2011

2667 Const. Derick Hlophe
Joined - 01 Nov. 1984
Retired - 09 May 2011

Mr Jeremiah Maphalala Ass. Supt.
Joined - 05 Mar. 1973
Retired - 24 Jul. 2011

Mr Joshua Dlamini Ass. Supt
Joined - 06 Jan. 1976
Retired - 18 Feb. 2011

1419 Const. Jotham Simelane
Joined - 05 Mar. 1973
Retired - 01 Feb. 2011

1694 Sgt. Samson Dlamini
Joined - 26 May 1975
Retired - 03 Jul. 2011
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Deceased

4199 Const. Mfanimpela J. Dlamini
Joined - 06 Nov. 2000
Died - 01 Jun. 2011

1449 Insp. Albert Mhlanga
Joined - 28 May 1973
Died - 11 Jun. 2011

6401 Const. Lungile Dludlu
Joined - 12 Dec. 2005
Died - 19 Jan 2011

4377 Const. Lungile Tsabedze
Joined - 06 Nov. 2000
Died - 14 Aug. 2011

4649 Const. Sibongile Magagula
Joined -10 Dec.2001
Died - 20 Feb. 2011

4189 Const. Esaw Gamedze
Joined - 01 Dec. 1999
Died - 07 Apr. 2011

May their soul rest in peace
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Royal leopards are Swazi Bank Champs

Swazi Bank Champions - Royal Leopard posing with His Majesty the King Mswati III.

R

oyal Leopard FC, the Police team, has once again done
what they are better known of, in the 2010/2011 soccer
season by winning the Swazi Bank knockout
tournament, Ingwe indla nge mabala!. Royal Leopard who
have tasted winning almost all the tournaments in the country
in 2011. It seems like in the 2009/2010 soccer season the team
had a bad spell since they were unable to be in the tops.
In the 2010/2011 season they proved to all sundry that they are
still the force to reckon winners and indeed they won the
E500,000,00 rich Swazi Bank knockout cup from
Mhlambanyatsi Rovers. It was the enterprising left footed
winger in Juries Gama who wrote his name in the Swazi Bank
Cup hall of fame with a stunning winner during the extra time
of the game.
The Police side as expected opened the score board 9 minutes
into the match, created by the veteran and captain Mxolisi
Stopper Mthethwa who picked Barry Steenkamp with a
delightful pass at 35 yards out. Steenkamp never hesitated to
scup the ball over the advancing Rovers keeper. The goal
received a standing ovation from the opposition spectactors
while the striker marched in celebration behind the northern
goal post.
The winning goal was so beautifully created and placed at the
goal post such that it even forced a Majestic smile from His
Majesty King Mswati III who was in attendance as the main
guest during the finals of the tournament played at Somhlolo
stadium. Royal leopards survived a tough corner of defence
Mhlambanyatsi Rovers after a miraculous recovery by
Mhlambanyatsi from a 3-1 deficit of the pulsating seven goal
thriller game. The winning goal by leopards was created when
Gama received a pass from the left flank, dummied his marker
and curled into the far corner a shot that Rovers goalkeeper
Nhlanhla Dlamini failed to stop. Three quarters of the stadium,
which was backing Rovers went silent as Washington
“Wash’nwear” Dlamini, the Royal Leopard staunch supporter
fan cheerleader and choreographer master led the team’s
supporters in song. The level of game had all the qualities of a
cup final,noting this from the seven goals scored, to the over 10
000 people in attendance and most of all the attacking football
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that was displayed.
The match was so interesting such that ten minutes from that
goal Rovers counter attacked and equalized through Mbuso
Gina who scored from a header inside the 18 area box, from
there Leopard had two successive shots at goals received from
Barry and Fash but all went wide. There were no goals until
recess. Spectators were yelling for more action to come in the
last half.
When the second half resumed Leopards upped the tempo
soon after resumption and applied pressure to their opponents.
Firstly Mathokoza Thwala delivered a cross ball from the left
that Mhlambanyatsi’s Wonder-boy cleared for a corner.
Bongani Chicken Sibandze picked up on Fash with a well
weighed corner kick that Fash received with a header directing
it into the net without a problem resulting in a 2-1 lead in favor
of Royal Leopards.
Mathokoza Thwala looked to have sealed the encounter with a
stunning low shot at 25 yards after Barry had rolled a pass to
his path. The Pint sized player held his breath before
hammering the ball that spilled off Rovers keeper’s hands into
the net to provoke untold scenes of celebration from Leopard
fans. Seven minutes later Rovers equalized through Mbuso
Gina who finished his brace with another header inside the box
and Sabelo Sangweni scored the equalizer with a low hard shot
that send almost two third of the stadium into frenzy. The game
was forced into extra time where Juries Gama came with the
marvelous goal of the tournament which separated boys from
men.
The Royal Leopards’ way to the final was not so sweet as they
had to play the semi finals against Umbelebele Jomo Cosmos
twice after the first game was aborted while Leopards were
leading 2-1 and only three minutes was left, however due to
poor lighting system the game had to be called off.
Leopard road to victory.
Motshane= 0 Leopard =1
Leopard =2 Green Mamba =0
Leopard =2 Midas City =0
Leopard=5 Umbelebele =2 after penalty shootouts.
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